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ABSTRACT 

„„ , . . ^"St an Atnerican Indian become white oriented to 

succeed m an institution of higher education in today^s AmIricL 
socxety? The purpose of this paper was to lend Lsight fntf ^Ms 
question by exandning the differences in the attitudes and values of 
American Indians and non-Indians attending a large western 
university. The premise upon which the authors based their 

n° significant difference between 
Indians and non-Indians in the value they placed on ediif • 
problems in school, their grade^point alrfgelf th^ rfpoJte^ ^^^"^ 
wafdf!?'-ff T^i^ feelings about racial discrimination! f survey 
was distributed at random to 110 students from a large orivat; 
inS^rJ"'^!""-^^' * university with one of thJ iSioA-f JeadLg 
Indian education programs, in order to determine the validity of ^the 

tf vaSe """""^ indioated that Indians^ended 

to value their education more than non-Indians do. that Indian 
students were still aware of their background, and that the" ties to 
their home culture were still great, it was noncludS thit aucceslfu? 
Indian students had not become completely white oriented Rjsults of 
the survey are presented in the foL of fercentagls ?n 3 
taoles—Population Description, Indian and Non-Indian Comparison and 
Conditions Affecting Academic Standing. (EP) t^omparison, and 
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Red apples. That is what they call Indians who have been too totally 
assimilated Into the white man's culture. Must an Indian become "whit 
on the Inside" to succeed in an institution of higher education In today 
America ? The purpose of this paper Is to lend Insight Into this question, 
examining th. differences in the attitudes and values of Indians and non-Indian 
attending n large Western. University. 

Tn the past there have been rwo significant generalizations about . 
Indians, nffoctlng research on the scholastic success of Indians in the 
•American system of higher education: First, the pressures from families to 
return ho,.e are so strong that they become a detriment to Indian students 
(McGrath, 1965); second, because of his culture, the Indian will usually 
withdraw from the competition presented by the more competltion^ortented 
whito students. This .withdrawal eventually brings about failure (Wollott, 1960). 
The premise upon which the cited authors base their observations Is that there 
is no -gniflcant difference between Indians and non-Indians In tho value they 
place on education, their problems in school, their grade -point averages , their 
reported absences, and their feelings about racial discrimination. ^ 
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; in or,.r to dete™.ne the vaUd... of these premises , we d.st.buted a 
s'^rve, tc a .,„do.lx selected .to„p of HO students fro. a .ar,e prtvate 
western untve.U,, a ™.„ets.t. w.tH one of the nation, lead.n, Indtan edu- 
cation pro,„.s, .,t.t.-e„ht percent of those students .eas.red were 
American Ind.ans . pr,r.ara. fro. the western half of the United States ^e 
-«>nln, thlrt.-two percent were non-Ind.an unWerslt. students chosen a= 

" °"'™" *° -ndlans could be compared. Table 1 

provides a population descrtption. 



Insert Table 1 about here 



TaMe 2 compares the values and attitudes of Indians and non-Indians 
, A,. Of the results are reported In percentages, th. nu.hers in parentheses 
repo. the non-mdlan response.,. statistical procedure .nown as a -te. 
>-<^3 applied to the perccnta.es In order to determine the statistical sl.nlf.cance 

... Hlfferoncs between the two populations. ,f t..,.>re Is nc statistic. 
<^.frore„ce. th,n no scientific conclusion, can he drawn, though the scores ' 
may still prova Intersstl.ng. 



Insert Table 2 about here 



The figures of TaMe 2 reveal significant differences for three of the 
--. Iter^s. Plrst. fadtan students relate en.o.n,ent In ,ife with education 
wMle hon-lndlons do not. PecuUarlv. however, the two .roups do not sl.nl - 
"cant,, differ in their estimation of the value of .choof t.ln.n, for .eetln. 
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real life problems^ an Idea that would seem to closely related to one's 
enjoyment of life. 

Second, the reported absences were significantly different, wltH 
Indians missing 3.5 more days than non-Indiana; From supplemental queitlons 
we discbvered that these absencei were due to choice, not Illness.- It la 
Important to note here that the grade-point averages for both groups are 
fairly high and there Is no slgrilflcant difference In their scores. 

The third question with significant differences, question six, taken 
along with the immediately preceding question, reveals an important discre- 
pancy between Indians and non-Indians, Question five seems to Indicate 
that the two groups basically agree In their evaluation of employiTient discri- 
mination. Ouestlon six, hov/ever, shoves a very significant discrepancy In 
the evalucition by each group of the discrimination at the university. There 
are several possible reasons for this disparity in fsGlings. One is that 
there may be some real discrimination, but the non-Indians an) unaware of it; 
another is that there may be a good deal of discrimination, but the non-Indians 
minimize its existence; or the third possibility Is that the Indians are hyper- 
sensltlve to discrimination and emphasUe it out of proportion. V/hatever the 
case, Indians and non-Indians view the problem with significant difference. 

Table 3 is divided Into two sections. Section 1 compares the two 
groups' estimations of their major and minor proLlems In pursuing thetr aca^ 
demic goals. No statistical test was applied here since the percentages 
themselves are of greatest Importance . Overall, the figures. from section 1 
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show Indians with more classroom prohlems, money problems, and pressure 
from home. Section 2 of Table 3 do^s not ihow a comparison at all, but 
merely reports the responses of the Indian students to some questions con- 
cerning living conditions which have been found to affect academic per-= 
formance. This section In self'^explanatory'. 

Insert Table 3 about here 

What have we learned about the Indian students' values and attitudes 
from this survey? Have the successful Indian students become "red apples"? 
Partially, The surve>^ shows that Indians tend to value education even more 
than the non-Indian students. They. have left their hogans, their Gconomically 
deprived former way of life and are enjoying the fruits of the white man's 
culture; The white man's education Is the key to the white. man's affluence. 
But the differences Indicated In the survey show that the Indian students are 
BtUl aware of thqlr backgrounds , their "Indianness " . They are mor© sensitive 
to dlscrlmlnatton at the university, Indicating that tliey still "feel'- Indian, 
They feel a greater pressure from home, Implying that their tie's to their home 
culture are still great. Moreover, the fact that a good deal more Indian than 
non'-Indian students consider classwork difficulty a problem lends v/elght to 
the second of the tv/o generalities mentioned at the beginning of this paper* 
The Indian seems to feel the competition more keenly than the non-^Indlan. 

Thus successful Indian students have become at least partially aiisl- . 
milated Into the non-Indlan culture, but they have not become Gompletely white 
on the Inside. 
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Varipble-a 

Males 

Females 

Living On Campus 
Living Off Com pus 
Mean Age 



TABLE 1 
Population Description 

Indians 

40% 

60% 
46% 
54% 
20 



Non-Indians 

51% 
49% 

12%- 

88% 

23 



Note. --Answering the questl 



onnalre was voluntary for both 



groups , 
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TABLE 2 



Indian and Non-Indian Comparison 

Variables 'a 5 

..^ _ i ^^'^^ Undeoided i Disagree 



1. The training received m school does ) 
HttlG to meet FeaUife problems. 

2. The more education a man has, the 
more he can enjoy life. 



3. Grade point average. 

4. Reported semester absences. 



i 




1 

i 41 (34) 


10 (9) 


63 (34)* j 

... i 


12 (14) 


2.45(3,05 



49 (57) 
25 (SI)* 



10 (6.5)** 



Yes 



5. Do you feelthere is discrimination 
agdlnat Indians when thay seek i 
empJovrnent'? ■ 

i 35 (30) 

5. Do you fee J there is racial dis- I 
crimination at this university? 



No 



48 (14)** 



Nota.-All numh^rs m parentha^o^ ar- no-, TnH,= V " 

„ - ii&urus are m percents. 
fi < . 05 

**£<.01 



65 (70) 
52 (86) 
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TABLE 3 

Conditions Affecting AcademlG Standing 
Section 1 



Variables 



L 



1, Classwork Is too difficult. 

2. Money difficulties. 

3. Language problem, I.e., 
readtng/writlng. 

4, Pressure from parents to come home, 



Section 2 



Variables 

5 . Having an Indian for a roommate, 

6. School activities, 

7 . Counseling from Indian office . 

8. Having a non-Indian for a roommate. 

9. Living on campus. 



Major Problem \ Minor Problem 



I S (0) 
.21 (2) 

13 (3) 
9 (0) 



32 (14) 
45 (26) 

28 (11) 
21 (0) 



; Mado No ! 
Helpful : Dlffevonce \ Unhalpful 



31 
47 

42 
35 
34 



i 



48 
36 
33 
51 
45 



21 
1.7 
12 
14 
21 



Note. --AH numbors In parlnthesea are non-Indian values. 
All figures are In percents. 



